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Biography & Bibliography  
 
After years of listening to other peoples’ lies, you decided you’ve had 
enough. Now you’re out to tell it like it is, with all the gory details and 
nothing left out. Instead of respecting leaders, you want to know what the 
common people have to offer. But this revolution still has a long way to go, 
and you’re not against making a little profit while you wait. Honesty is your 
best policy. 
 
---The Blue Pyramid in comparing Robert Davis to Howard Zinn’s A People’s 
History of the United States. 
  

BIOGRAPHY  
 
Robert Scott Davis is the director of the Genealogy Program of Wallace State 
Community College, Hanceville, Alabama. His duties include helping to build one of 
the South's most extensive genealogical collections; operating a microfilming facility; 
teaching genealogy in one of the first colleges to offer genealogy as a college level 
course; and organizing field trips for his classes to libraries throughout the country. In 
2006, this program that he built received the Award for Outstanding Leadership in 
History from the American Association for State and Local History. Professor Davis 
also teaches survey courses in geography and history. He has more than 1,000 
publications of all sorts and from research he has conducted in archives and libraries 
throughout the United States, England, and Scotland. Aside from writing history, 
genealogy, and records, he has also compiled books and articles on methods and 
materials in research. 
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Bob was born on February 14 (St. Valentine's Day) 1954 to Robert S. Davis, Sr. of 
Atlanta and his wife Elizabeth Kathleen Holbert of Jasper, Ga. Their families descend 
from the Smith, Davis, Martin, Hudgins, Burton, Magwire, Ellison, Allred,  
Rodgers, and Faulkner families of Hall County and the Holbert, Haygood, 
Hammontree, Richards, Farriba, Honea, Nicholson, and Tomlin families of Pickens 
County. Bob's ancestry includes moonshiners; Union and Confederate soldiers; a 
Georgia state senator who represented a Georgia county in another state; ministers; 
vigilantes; Native Americans; and other interesting characters. He is married to 
Nancy Lynn Murphree and he has two step children, Isaac and Erica, and two step 
grandchildren, Cheyenne and Alyssa. 
 
From his earliest memories, he was interested in local and family history. As a cadet 
colonel in his high school Jr. Air Force ROTC unit, he buried a time capsule to be 
opened in 200 years, in recognition of his favorite television program Star Trek. This 
project brought him in contact with the Georgia Department of Archives and History for 
the first time (the GDAH did the microfilming for his time capsule) and brought about 
his interview on NBC television's First Tuesday Program. After graduation, Bob 
took a three week tour of Europe and Israel by himself. As president of the North 
Georgia College Social Science Club he put together his college museum, when not 
skydiving and studying guerrilla warfare with the Aggressor platoon. 

 
In addition, while a cadet at NGC, he became Georgia's first history intern and 
researched and wrote a report on the Kettle Creek Revolutionary War Battlefield, in co-
operation with Kenneth H. Thomas, Jr. of the Georgia Department of Natural 
Resources. Later, Bob became a friend of E. Merton Coulter, the most renowned of 
Georgia's researchers and historians, and of rare Georgiana collector David M. Sherman. 

 
Bob graduated from Piedmont College with a straight "A" average, obtaining a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in History. With almost as high an average, he has obtained a 
Master of Education degree in history from North Georgia College (now North Georgia 
State College and University) and a certificate in computer programming from Pickens 
Area Technical School (now Appalachian Technical College). He also has a Master of 
Arts degree from the University of Alabama at Birmingham. In 1995, he attended from 
the Institute of Documentary Editing conducted by the National Historical Records 
Publication Commission of the National Archives.  

 
Until going to work for Wallace State College as a professor of genealogy in 1991, Bob 
worked as a freelance historical researcher. Most of his clients were family researchers 
seeking genealogical data although their research problems were of the widest variety. 
He also compiled several books on Georgia research and records. Among the most 
popular genealogical sources books for Georgia are his Research in Georgia With a 
Special Emphasis on the Georgia Department of Archives and History (one 
of the first research guides written on a particular state); The Georgia Black Book: 
Morbid, Macabre, and Sometimes Disgusting Records of Genealogical 
Value; A Researcher's Library of Georgia; The Wilkes County Papers; and 
Georgia Citizens and Soldiers of the American Revolution. 
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When not teaching, Bob writes articles and books, usually on Georgia records and 
history. In addition to over eighty articles in professional journals, he has also reviewed 
books for the Harvard Business History Review, Tennessee Historical 
Quarterly, North Carolina Historical Review, and Gulf States Historical 
Review, among others. The national genealogical journals that have published his 
material include: The National Genealogical Society Quarterly, The American 
Genealogist, The North Carolina Genealogical Society Journal, and 
Ancestry. No one else has ever had articles, simultaneously, in the issues of all of 
Georgia's state wide genealogy, history, library, and archivist journals (Winter 1993). In 
1988, Bob also had work in important of the nationwide genealogical periodicals of the 
United States, at the same time. He has been contributing editor to five Georgia 
genealogical periodicals and Heritage Quest. He has regular genealogical columns in 
The Cullman Times and Georgia Genealogical Society Quarterly. 
 
Because of his background in Georgia research, Bob was called upon to write the 
introduction for the index to the 1870 federal census of Georgia and to revise the 
Georgia chapter of the 1991 and the Alabama and Georgia chapters of the 2004 
edition of Redbook. He has also published books on research in both states. 

 
His most important work has been in trying to save Georgia's recorded heritage. He 
wrote the original draft of the 1980 Georgia Records Act, which extends legal protection 
to all of Georgia's state and local records. He conducted campaigns to win public 
support for restoring the various programs for saving our records that the former 
administration of the Georgia Department of Archives and History has shut down. 
While that administration made efforts to discourage the use of Georgia's records and 
archives, Bob published articles and a workbook to make the Archives more accessible. 
Among the many collections and materials he has obtained for the Georgia Archives are 
thousands of dollars worth of microfilm of the colonial Georgia records in the British 
Public Record Office; the Georgia Loyalist claims; the Sheftall Collection of records of 
Georgia Revolutionary War soldiers; the North Carolina Revolutionary War pay 
vouchers; the Georgia government records at Duke University, and much more. He was 
also responsible for the Georgia Archives obtaining the new addition to the Joseph M. 
Toomey Collection of Wilkes County records (some 15,000 items) and he helped arrange 
for the opening of the personal research files of genealogist Leon Hollingsworth to the 
public. The R. J. Taylor, Jr. Foundation sent him to Great Britain for a month in 1990 to 
identify early Georgia records for microfilming for use by American researchers at the 
Georgia Archives. He also arranged for the Kollock Family Papers, 1797-1900, and the 
historic site reports of the Georgia Department of Natural Resources to be microfilmed 
for the donation to the Georgia Archives. Bob has also donated original manuscripts, 
notes, and microfilm to the Georgia Historical Society, the Atlanta History Center, the 
South Carolina Historical Society, and the Hargrett Rare Book and Manuscript Library 
of the University of Georgia. To the latter library, he also helped to arrange for the 
donation of the William Few letters collection and for Clarke/Mounger Family files of 
genealogist Robert Wilson. He was also responsible for the Dr. George F. Walker 
Collection being donated to the Washington Memorial Library in Macon, Georgia. The 
Georgia Vital Records Unit's decision to open the indexes to Georgia and Alabama vital 
records to the general public came largely as the result of efforts by Bob Davis. 
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Bob has conducted genealogical workshops in Georgia, Alabama, North Carolina, 
California, Texas, Indiana, Kansas, Mississippi, South Carolina, Louisiana, Tennessee, 
and Florida. He delivered papers before the National Genealogical Society in Biloxi, 
Mississippi in 1988, in Arlington, Virginia in 1990, Jacksonville, Florida in 1992, and 
Houston, Texas in 1994; taught genealogy at the Senior College of Emory University; the 
Genealogical Institute of (Dallas) Texas; and twice at the summer genealogical institute 
of Samford University. He has appeared on Cable News Network and has also lectured 
on genealogy at Beville State College, Georgia State University, and Clayton State 
University. He has been quoted on the National Public Radio's program All Things 
Considered, in Smithsonian magazine, the Washington Post, in the 
Encyclopedia Britannica, and in Time. The Wall Street Journal has 
interviewed him. Georgia Public Television used excerpts from his book Requiem for 
a Lost City in the television series Georgia's Civil War. In 2010, he appeared on 
Brad Meltzer’s Decoded television show on the History Channel. 

 
For his work, Robert Davis received an Outstanding Young Man in America award from 
the Jaycees in 1976, received the National Award of Merit from the National 
Genealogical Society in 1986, and in 1990 was an alternate delegate to the Georgia 
Governor's Conference on Library and Information Services. In 1991, he was elected a 
trustee of the Association of Professional Genealogists and, in December 1994, Governor 
James Folsom appointed him to the Alabama Historical Records Advisory Board. The 
Sons of the American Revolution gave him a bronze good citizenship medal for his thirty 
years of research into the Battle of Kettle Creek (1974-2004). He is included in various 
“Who’s Who” volumes including both editions of the Who's Who of American 
Genealogy and Heraldry. The American Association for State and Local History 
honored his book Ghosts and Shadows of Andersonville with the Award of Merit 
in History in 2007, the same award it bestowed upon his program in 2006. 

 
Bob is a charter member and past president of the Marble Valley (Pickens County) 
Historical Society. He served in of his regional historic preservation board and as half of 
the Pickens County Georgia Sesquicentennial Committee. He organized Pickens 
County’s local library's history room; collected the area's historical photographs; and 
arranged for the microfilming of his county's newspapers (which he located) and loose 
original county records. In Blountsville, Alabama, where he now lives, he is helping the 
co-chairman of the town’s historic preservation committee. He helped his local 
historical society in earning the Local Historical Society Award of the Alabama 
Historical Association in 2006.
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“Escaping Change: The Prisoners of Castle Thunder Confederate Prison.” Journal 
of the Georgia Association of Historians 27 (2007-2008): 27-55. 
 
“Hysteria and Literature: Atlanta’s First Execution and its Legendary Ties to 
Organized Crime.” Georgia Historical Quarterly 92 (Fall 2008): 321-39. On the 
Landrum murder. 
 
“Joe Ritchey of Tennessee: An American Desperado in Legends, Newspapers, and a 
Federal Pension File.” Tennessee Historical Quarterly 69 (Summer 2009): 152-
73. 
 
“News Ideas from New Sources: Modern Research in Reconstruction 1865-1876.” 
Georgia Historical Quarterly 93 (Fall 2009): 291-306. 
 
“A Spy’s Story: The Civil War of James George Brown.” Chattanooga Regional 
Historical Journal 12 (2) (Winter 2009): 19-68. 
 
“William Bartram, Wrightsborough, and the Prospects for the Georgia Backcountry, 
1765-1774.” Pp. 15-32 in Kathryn E. Holland Braund and Charlotte M. Potter, eds. 
Fields of Vision: Essays on the Travels of William Bartram. Tuscaloosa: 
University of Alabama Press, 2010. 
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“Children of Dissent and Revolution: Joseph Maddock and the Wrightsborough, 
Georgia, Quaker Community.” Quaker History 99 (Spring 2010): 1-14. 
 
“Wheels Within Wheels: Slavery and the Framework of the Social History of 
Eighteenth Century, Georgia.” Journal of Backcountry Studies 5 (Summer 
2010). Online journal:  
http://library.uncg.edu/ejournals/backcountry/Vol5No1/Davis.pdf 
 
‘’Portrait of a Gunfighter: The Hunt for Joe Ritchie in Legend and Truth.” 
Chattanooga Regional Historical Journal 13 (2) (Winter 2010): 19-68. 
 

 
 
 III. HISTORICAL RESEARCH ARTICLES IN  

GENEALOGY AND LOCAL HISTORY JOURNALS\NEWSLETTERS: 
 
"Scots-Irish Origins and Migrations." Georgia Genealogical Society Quarterly 17 
(1981): 173-79. Reprinted in Wessie Connell, editor, Grady County Gleanings: A 
Community's Memories of a People at the Crossroads of a Place (Cairo: 
Roddenberry Memorial Library, 1987), pp. xiv-xvii. 
 
"Cherokees Remembered." Northwest Georgia Historical and Genealogical 
Society Quarterly 13 (1) (1981): 42-48. 
 
"The Secret of Fort Mountain." Northwest Georgia Historical and Genealogical 
Society Quarterly 13 (2) (1981): 25-26. 
 
"The Settlement at the Head of the French Broad River or the Bizarre Story of the First 
Walton County, Georgia." North Carolina Genealogical Society Journal 7 
(1981): 62-74. Reprinted in the book Transylvania Beginnings: a History, ed. 
Mary Jane McCrary (1984), pp. 106-21. 
 
"Commemorative Issues of Georgia Newspapers." Georgia Genealogical Society 
Quarterly 18 (1982): 84-85. 
 
"The Georgia Provincial Rangers." Georgia Genealogical Society Quarterly 18 
(1982): 139-51. 
 



Robert S. Davis Biography and Bibliography 15 October 2003 
 

 16 

"The Cherokee Village at Long Swamp." Northwest Georgia Historical and 
Genealogical Society Quarterly 14 (1) (1982): 34-38. Reprinted in Charles O. 
Walker, Cherokee Footprints (Jasper, Ga.: The Author, 1988), vol. 1, pp. 3-7 and 
North Georgia Journal 4 (3) (1987): 36-40. 
 
"Taking the 1820 Census of Hall County." Northwest Georgia Historical and 
Genealogical Society Quarterly 14 (2) (1982): 12-13. 
 
"Sources for Writing County Histories." Northwest Georgia Historical and 
Genealogical Society Quarterly 15 (1983): (1) 26-29; (3) 31-5. 
 
"Volcano in Georgia." Northwest Georgia Historical and Genealogical 
Society Quarterly 15 (2) (1983): 27. 
 
"Diamonds and Diamond Mining in Hall County, Georgia." Northwest Georgia 
Historical and Genealogical Society Quarterly 15 (2) (1983): 24-5. 
 
"Pickens County in the Civil War." North Georgia Journal 1 (2) (1984): 31-37. 
 
"Researching Your Civil War Soldier at the Georgia Department of Archives and 
History." Georgia Genealogical Society Quarterly 21 (1985): 169-76. 
 
"Yankee Soldier Has Civil War Adventure in Pickens County." North Georgia 
Journal 2 (1) (1985): 30-31. 
 
"The Vanishing Georgia Project." Georgia Genealogical Magazine no. 97 
(1985): 221-22. 
 
"A Hymn from the Revolution." Daughters of the American Revolution 
Magazine 119 (5) (1985): 368-69. 
 
"I Never Killed But Six in All." Northwest Georgia Historical and 
Genealogical Society Quarterly 17 (2) (1985): 32-33. 
 
"Research in the Georgia Land Records." Heritage Quest 1 (1) (1985): 4-8. 
 
"'Indiana Jones' Davis and the Sawmill of Doom." Georgia Association of 
Historians Newsletter. 11 (1985) (3): 12-13. 
 
"Rome 1859, An Insurance Report." Northwest Georgia Historical and 
Genealogical Society Quarterly. 18 (1986): 23-24. 
 
"Gilmer's Sketches of Georgians." Georgia Genealogical Society Quarterly. 
22 (1986): 231. 
 
"Where the People of Georgia Go." Georgia Genealogical Society Quarterly. 
22 (1986): 150. 
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"The Treasure of Little Turkey Island." Engineers and Engines  33 (4) (1987): 
25-30. On an 1852 Georgia steam engine built by Robert Findlay of Macon and 
recovered from a Florida swamp by Hitup Maddox of Cartersville. 
 
"James E. Lenning in the Great War." Northwest Georgia Historical and 
Genealogical Society Quarterly 23 (2) (1992): 23-24. 
 
"North Georgia: An Informal History." Northwest Georgia Historical and 
Genealogical Society Quarterly 23 (2) (1992): 36-37.  
 
"Plat Doodlings: Folk Art and Illustrated History." North Georgia Journal 3 (6-7) 
(1986): 74-79. On tableaus and cartoons drawn on plats by surveyors on their plats. 
 
"Portrait of a Train Robber: The Legend of Bill Miner." North Georgia Journal 4 (2) 
(1987): 11-17. 
 
"Taking the Federal Census." Northwest Georgia Historical and Genealogical 
Society Quarterly 19 (1987): 15. 
 
"The Secret of Blood Mountain." Mountain Relic 2 (1981): 11-14. Reprinted in Ted 
Oliver, ed.,  Sketches of Union County History III (1987), pp. 9-10. 
 
"The Night Riders of Pickens County, 1889." North Georgia Journal 4 (2) (1987): 
22-4. 
 
"North Georgia Travels of Explorer Charles Lanman, 1848." North Georgia Journal 
4 (2) (1987): 25-34. 
 
"Just Where Was the Mackay House?" Ancestoring XII (1987): 67-70. 
 
"New Sources for Research at the Georgia Archives." Georgia Genealogical Society 
Quarterly 23 (1987): 175-78. 
 
"Fort and Blood Mountains: Secrets of the North Georgia Indians." North Georgia 
Journal 4 (4) (1987): 33-37. 
 
"Settlement of North Georgia: Greed and Speculation." North Georgia Journal 4 (4) 
(1987): 38-40. 
 
"Research in Georgia's Land Lottery Records, 1805-1846." Ancestry Newsletter 6 (1) 
(1988): 1-3.  
 
"Where Was It?" Tools & Technology 8 (1988): 14. On a New York iron foundry. 
 
"William Longstreet's Patent for a Steam Engine, 1788."  The Stationary Steam 
Engine Society Newsletter 3 (January 1988): 14-15. 
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"Indians of Pickens County." North Georgia Journal 3 (6-7) (1986): 36-38. 
Reprinted in Charles O. Walker, Cherokee Footprints (Jasper, Ga.: The 
Author, 1988), vol. 1, pp. 1-3. 
 
"Traces of a Vanished Empire: The Bartow County Kingdom Called Etowah." North 
Georgia Journal 5 (1) (1988): 31-4. 
 
"The 'Evangelist of the Rails' Confronts Stephens County's Valley of Death: 1910 Wreck 
of the Southern Crescent Limited." North Georgia Journal 5 (1988): 11-4. 
 
"Forgotten Union Guerrilla Fighters from the North Georgia Mountains." North 
Georgia Journal 5 (2) (1988): 30-40. 
 
"Murray County Mystery: Carter's Quarters and the John Martin House." North 
Georgia Journal 5 (3) (1988): 27-33. 
 
"How Talking Rock Was Named." North Georgia Journal 5 (2) (1988): 18-19. 
 
“My Favorite Tricks in Georgia Genealogy.” Heritage Quest Magazine no. 19 
(November/December 1988): 62-63, 68. On the Wheeler family of Hall County. 
 
"The Blue & Gray Return to Chickamauga, 1988." Northwest Georgia Historical 
and Genealogical Society Quarterly 21 (1) (1989): 20-21. 
 
"My Ancestor Fought at Shiloh and I Don't Care: Other Uses For Civil War 
Records in Research." Genealogy Digest 19 (1989) (4): 21-24. 
 
"The South and the Civil War: Another View." In Hell or Glory 1 (1989) (1): 14, 
18. 
 
"A Night of Terror in Pickens County: The Whitestone Flood of 1938." North 
Georgia Journal 6 (2) (1989): 34-36. 
 
"The Lawrenceville Manufacturing Company." The Heritage: A Quarterly 
Publication of the Gwinnett Historical Society (2) (1989): 37-39. 
 
"The North Georgia Moonshine War, 1876-1877." North Georgia Journal 6 
(3) (1989): 41-46. 
 
"Memories of a Mountain Lockup: The Old Pickens County Jail." North Georgia 
Journal 6 (3) (1989): 47-50. 
 
"Georgian Bluecoats." Past Times (1989) p. 64. 

 
"Supplement to Indian Guide." Georgia Genealogical Society Quarterly 25 
(1989): 172-73. 
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"Murder in Pickens County: The Fatal Dance." The North Georgia Journal 6 (1) 
(1989): 27-35. 
 
"Where are the Records of the Fourteenth Colony, British East Florida?" Heritage 
Quest no. 22 (1989): 15, 19. 
 
"Freedmen's Bureau and Other Reconstruction Sources for Research in African-
American Families, 1865-1874." Journal of the Afro-American Historical and 
Genealogical Society 9 (1989): 171-76. 
 
"Dead Towns and Forgotten Post Offices." Northwest Georgia Historical and 
Genealogical Society Quarterly 21 (3) (1989) 28-29. 
 
"The New Georgia Loyalist Claims Microfilm." Georgia Genealogical Society 
Quarterly 25 (1989): 213-20. 
 
"The Missing Census Records Your Mother Never Told You About." Georgia 
Genealogical Society Quarterly 25 (1989): 247-48. 
 
"Georgia Civil War Research Update." Georgia Genealogical Society Quarterly 
25 (1989): 252-54. 
 
"Tracing the Activities of a Georgia Civil War Unit." Georgia Genealogical 
Magazine 29 (1989): 89-94. 
 
"Finding a Lost Georgia Town, Community, or Post office." Heritage Quest no. 25 
(1989): 71-72. 
 
"Pickens County Mysteries: A Place Called Alice." North Georgia Journal 6 (4) 
(1989): 39-43. 
 
"The Cherokees Among Us." Northwest Georgia Historical and Genealogical 
Society Quarterly 21 (4) (1990): 32-33. 
 
"Mysteries of the Mountains: Explorer Margaret Perryman and Traces of a Lost 
Culture." The North Georgia Journal 7 (2) (1990): 46-49. 
 
"The Georgia Buhrs: A Forgotten Mill Stone." Old Mill News 18 (4) (1990): 6-7. 
 
"Finding Your Georgia Civil War Ancestor." Northwest Georgia Historical and 
Genealogical Society Quarterly 22 (2) (1990): 3-10. 
 
"Family Research in the Pickens County Library." Northwest Georgia Historical 
and Genealogical Society Quarterly 22 (2) (1990): 27-30.  

 
"Cherokee John Martin's House." North Georgia Journal 7 (3) (1990): 60-61. 
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"The Noble Foundry: Cannon Makers of the Confederacy." Northwest Georgia 
Historical and Genealogical Society Quarterly 22 (3) (1990): 4-7. 
 
"The Demise of the County History?" Heritage Quest no. 30 (1990): 50-1. 
 
"Special Sources for Searching Your Georgia Civil War Ancestor." Heritage Quest no. 
31 (1990): 47-50, 62. 
 
"Early Ellijay Execution: Anthony 'Tone' Goble and the Brown Murder of 1877." North 
Georgia Journal 8 (2) (1991): 51-55. 
 
"Legendary Lawman: The Last Raid of Lee Cape." North Georgia Journal 8 (3) 
(1991): 41-45. 
 
"Early Mountain Feud: Gunfight at Doublehead Gap." North Georgia Journal 8 
(3) (1991): 61-64. 
 
"The 1923 Pickens County Jail-Break." North Georgia Journal 9 (1992) (2): 48-49. 
 
"Dining Delights in Jasper: A Woodbridge Inn Getaway." North Georgia Journal 9 
(3) (1992): 10-17. 
 
"Disappearing Pioneer Tradition: Grist Mills in Pickens County." North Georgia 
Journal 9 (4) (1992): 10-13. 
 
"Lumpkin County Folk Hero: The Legend (And Truth) of Boney Tank." North Georgia 
Journal 10 (1993) (4): 42-46. 
 
"A Spy for Mr. Lincoln: The Story of North Georgia Civil War Spy James George 
Brown." Northwest Georgia Historical and Genealogical Society Quarterly 
26 (2) (1994): 3-10. 
 
"The Burning of the Gwinnett County Courthouse in 1871: The Untold Story." 
Northwest Georgia Historical and Genealogical Society Quarterly 26 
(2) (1994): 21-22. 
 
"The War of the Rebellion: The Official Records of the Civil War." Heritage 
Quest (62) (March/April 1996): 69-70. 
 
"Unionists in North Georgia: Obscure Pickens County Memoirs Discovered in 
Minnesota." North Georgia Journal 13 (1) (1996): 19-21. 
 
"Jones Valley and the Origins of Birmingham." Pioneer Trails 38 (3) (September 
1996): 8-15. Abstracted in Heritage of Jefferson County, Alabama (2002), 48. 
 
"'A Water Fall Perhaps the Greatest in the World': A Trip to Amicalola Falls and 
the Cherokees in 1832." Northwest Georgia Historical and Genealogical 
Society Quarterly 29 (1) (1997). 
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"Finding That Map." Heritage Quest no. 67 (January/February 1997): 18. 
 
"Pickens County's Most Historic Home: Former Tavern Preserved on the Federal 
Road." North Georgia Journal 14 (4) (1997): 12-14. 
 
"Civil War Claims Research: Julia Fuss Seeks Her Cotton." Heritage Quest no. 74 
(March/April 1998): 99-100. 
 
"The Murder of Narcissa Fowler Revisited." North Georgia Journal 15 (2) (1998): 
23-26. 
 
"The Shooting at Scarecorn Campground." North Georgia Journal 15 (3) (autumn 
1998): 12-16. 
 
"Alabama's Resident Confederate Pension Records." Heritage Quest no. 77 
(September/October 1998): 101. 
 
"The Road Ahead for Genealogy Collections. Heritage Quest no. 28 
(November/December 1998): 24-26. 
 
"Divorce Records in Old Southeast." Heritage Quest no. 28 (November/December 
1998): 95. 
 
"North Georgia's Vanished Civil War Treasures." North Georgia Journal 16 (2) 
(1999): 36-42. 
 
"George Corn Tassels and the Destiny of the Cherokees." North Georgia Journal 17 
(1) (2000): 35-40. 
 
"The Bizarre Adventures of James George Brown: Civil War Spy." Whitfield-Murray 
Historical Society Quarterly 19 (3) (2000): 6-11. 
 
"Civil War Guerilla Fighter John P. Gatewood." North Georgia Journal 17 (3) 
(Autumn 2000): 56-58. 
 
"The Secrets behind the Legend of Carter's Quarters." Whitfield-Murray 
Historical Society Quarterly 19 (1) (January 2001): 2-4. 
 
"Places That Andrew Jackson Visited in Northwest Georgia." North Georgia 
Journal 18 (1) (2001): 12. 
 
"Other than Farmers: Blountsville, Alabama as a Study in the Use of the R. G. Dun 
Credit Reports, 1849-1880." Alabama Family History and Genealogy News 22 
(3) (2001): 112-17. 
 
"The Escapes from Andersonville: A Story of Help from North Georgia Citizens and 
Slaves." North Georgia Journal (Winter 2001): 48-53. 
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"Research in the Deep South." Ancestry (July/August 2003): 40-47. 
 
"Various Notes and Sketches on North Alabama Community Histories in the Alabama 
Department of Archives and History." Alabama Family History and Genealogy 
News 24 (2003): 58-66. 
 
"Courageous Georgian Rode into History on Ill Fated Titanic." Georgia Backroads 
2 (Autumn 2003): 22-25. 
 
"Researching Abraham Austin." Alabama Family History and Genealogy 
News 24 (2003): 95-98. 
 
“Special Sources for Finding Biographical Information.” Alabama Family History 
and Genealogy News 24 (4) (October-December 2003): 18-19. 
 
"Slaughtered by the Cheyenne." Georgia Backroads 3(Spring 2004): 39-43. On the 
German family of Fannin County, Georgia. 
 
“An Adventure in Using Federal Land Records.” Alabama Family History and 
Genealogy News 26 (January-June 2005): 26-27. 
 
“Federal Land Records in Alabama.” Alabama Family History and Genealogy 
News 26 (January-June 2005): 36-40. 
 
“’Our greatest enemy and principal warrior of the Creek nation’: The Story of the Creek 
Warrior Emistesego.” Southern Campaigns of the American Revolution 3 
(1)(January 2006): 24-25. http://www.southerncampaign.org/ 
 
“The Battle of Kettle Creek.” Southern Campaigns of the American Revolution 
3 (2)(February 2006): 30-35. http://www.southerncampaign.org/ 
 
“The Kettle Creek Battlefield.” Southern Campaigns of the American 
Revolution 3 (2)(February 2006): 35-37. http://www.southerncampaign.org/ 
 
“The Loyalists at Kettle Creek.” Southern Campaigns of the American 
Revolution 3 (2)(February 2006): 43-44. http://www.southerncampaign.org/ 
 
“Carr’s Fort, Georgia-Battle Site.” Southern Campaigns of the American 
Revolution 3 (2)(February 2006): 44-46. http://www.southerncampaign.org/ 
 
“Biography: Colonel John Hamilton of the Royal North Carolina Regiment.” 
Southern Campaigns of the American Revolution 3 (5)(May 2006): 32-34. 
http://www.southerncampaign.org/ 
 
“Biography: Colonel John Dooly.” Southern Campaigns of the American 
Revolution 3 (5)(May 2006): 32-34.30-32. http://www.southerncampaign.org/ 
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“Biography: Colonel Thomas Waters.” Southern Campaigns of the American 
Revolution 3 (9)(September 2006): 20-22. http://www.southerncampaign.org/ 
 
“Finding a Secret History: The Hunt for Cullman County Politico Edmund Morton 
Smith.” North-Central Alabama Genealogical Society 1 (1) (July-Sept. 2007): 
5-7. 
 
“Cherokee Ford Fight and the Battle of Vann’s Creek, Georgia.” Southern 
Campaigns of the American Revolution 5 (1) (Winter 2008): 21-23. 
http://www.southerncampaign.org/ 
 
“Notes on Using the Federal Census.” Clarke-Oconee Genealogical Society 
Quarterly 12 (2) (May 2008): 10-12. 
 
“Filling the Breach: War of 1812 Sources for the South and Elsewhere.” Alabama 
Genealogical Society, Inc. Magazine 41 (Spring/Summer 2009): 23-27.  
 
“The Record Speaks: Federal Land Records in Alabama.” Alabama Genealogical 
Society Magazine, Inc. 41 (Fall/Winter 2009): 33-36. 
 
“Joe Ritchey: An American Desperado.” Newton County [Arkansas] Homestead 
25 (2009): 23-25. 
 
“Southern Unionists and Other Civil War Claims.” Alabama Genealogical 
Society, Inc. Magazine 42 (Spring/Summer 2010): 36-38. 
 

 
 
 IV. OTHER: 
 
Articles on Elijah Clark, Grace G. Davidson, John Dooly, John Mitchell Dooly, William 
H. Dumont, William Jasper, and George Liele in the Dictionary of Georgia 
Biography (Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1983). 
 
Some fifty articles for Richard L. Blanco, The American Revolution 
1775-1783: An Encyclopedia (New York: Garland Publishing, 1993). 
 
Articles on St. George Parish and Burke County in the American Revolution, 
Bicentennial Supplement, True Citizen, Waynesboro, GA, 30 June 1976. 
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Articles on John Dooly and Kettle Creek in Georgia Bicentennial Minutes, ed. 
Ray C. Rensi (1976). 
 
"Questions & Answers," a column on Georgia research in Georgia Genealogical 
Society Quarterly beginning vol. 20 (1984), no. 4. 
 
Introduction and some of the tax lists in the five volumes of indexes to Georgia tax 
lists published by the R.J. Taylor Jr. Foundation through the Reprint Company. 
 
Introduction to Charles O. Walker, Cherokee Footprints (Jasper, Ga.: The Author, 
1988), vol. 1. 
 
Articles reprinted in A North Georgia Journal of History (4 vols. to date, 
Woodstock, GA.: Legacy Communications, 1991- ). 
 
"Northwest Georgia Genealogy," a column on Georgia research in Northwest 
Georgia Historical and Genealogical Society Quarterly. 
 
Introduction to the publication of the 1870 census index of Georgia by Precision 
Indexing. 
 
The Georgia chapter of the 1992 edition of Ancestry's Redbook and the Alabama and 
Georgia chapters of the 2004 edition. 
 
Many of the chapters in volume four of Emmett Lucas, Some Georgia County 
Records (1992) and later volumes of the same series. 
 
Videos on using the census and beginning genealogy for the Birmingham Public 
Library. 
 
Several articles contributed to The Heritage of Pickens County, Heritage of 
Hall County, and many similar works. 
 
Several articles reprinted without credit in Moonshine, Murder & Mayhem in 
Georgia (2003). 
 
Various articles in the Internet New Georgia Encyclopedia. 
 
“Austin Dabney” in Dictionary of African American National Biography. 
 
“William Jasper” in Walter Edgar, The South Carolina Encyclopedia (Columbia: 
University of South Carolina Press, 2006), 494. 
 
“John Dooly” in American National Biography. 
 
Brad Meltzer’s Decoded television show on the History Channel, interviewed on the 
fate of Confederate gold. 
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Book reviews in the Georgia Historical Quarterly, North Carolina Historical 
Review, South Carolina Historical Magazine, Harvard Business History 
Review, Gulf States Historical Review, and others. 

 
 V. PROFESSIONAL PAPERS PRESENTED: 
 
Georgia Baptist Historical Society, 1979, Savannah. 
 
Georgia Studies Symposium, 1980, Atlanta. 
 
Interface '80 Conference, 1980, Atlanta. 
 
Georgia History: a Community Approach, 1981, Atlanta Public Library. 
 
Georgia Association of Historians, 1982, Augusta. 
 
Interface '83 Conference, 1983, Atlanta. 
 
Fort Augusta Conference, 1983, Augusta. 
 
Interface '84 Conference, 1984, Atlanta. 
 
Interface '85 Conference, 1985, Atlanta. 
 
Georgia Association of Historians, 1987, Milledgeville. 
 
Georgia Baptist Historical Society, 1988, Jasper. 
 
Institute of Genealogical and Historical Research, Samford University, 1988. 
 
Georgia Association of Historians, 1988, Atlanta. 
 
National Genealogical Society, 1989, Biloxi. (Tapes made of lectures.) 
 
Appalachian Studies Symposium, 1990, Unicoi. 
 
Southeastern Archives and Records Conference, 1990, Savannah. 



Robert S. Davis Biography and Bibliography 2/24/2011 
 

 26 

 
Society for Industrial Archaeology, Philadelphia, 1990. 
 
National Genealogical Society, Alexandria, 1990. (Tapes made of lectures.) 
 
National Genealogical Society, Jacksonville, 1992. (Tapes made of lectures.) 
 
International Columbus Symposium, Atlanta, 1992. 
 
Birmingham Civil War Round Table, 1997. 
 
Federation of Genealogical Societies Conference, Dallas, 1997. (Tapes made of lectures.) 
 
Southeastern American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies, Savannah, 2000. 
 
Birmingham Civil War Round Table, 2002. 
 
Genealogical Institute of Texas, Dallas, 2002. 
 
Huntsville Civil War Round table, 2003. 
 
Southeastern American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies,  Columbia, 2003. 
 
Chattanooga Civil War Round Table, 2003. 
 
Georgia Association of Historians, 2003. 
 
Kettle Creek Battlefield Commemoration, Washington, Georgia, 2004. 
 
Southeastern American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies, Savannah, 2004. 
 
Georgia Association of Historians, Kennesaw, 2004. 
 
Alabama Historical Association, Vestavia Hills, 2004. 
 
Institute of Genealogical and Historical Research, Samford University, 2005. 
 
Bartram Trail Society, Wrightsboro, 2005. 
 
Consortium on the Revolutionary Era, 1750-1850, Atlanta, 2006. 
 
Consortium on the Revolutionary Era, 1750-1850, Arlington, Va., 2007. 
 
Huntsville Civil War Round Table, Alabama 2007. 
 
Huntsville Civil War Round Table, Alabama 2008. 
 
Middle Tennessee Civil War Round Table, Murfreesboro, Tennessee 2008. 
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Loyalism and the Revolutionary Atlantic World,  Augusta, Maine, 2009. 
 
Birmingham Civil War Roundtable, Alabama, 2010. 
 
Southeastern American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies, Johnson City, 
Tennessee,  2010. 
 
State meeting of the Dames and Barons of the Magna Charta, Montgomery, Alabama, 
2010. 
 

 
 
 VI. MAPS: 
 
The Creation of Georgia Counties. Easley, S. C.: Southern Historical Press, 1986. 
 
Historical Tour of Pickens County 1805-1986. Jasper, GA.: Marble Valley 
Historical Society, 1986. 
 

 
 
 VII. GENEALOGICAL ARTICLES: 
 
"List of Prisoners, Ninety Six Jail, 1779." South Carolina Magazine of Ancestral 
Research 5 (1977): 195-98. 
 
"New List of Revolutionary Soldiers Who Fought at Kettle Creek." Georgia 
Genealogical Magazine no. 67 (1978): 41-46. 
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"Captain Edward Barnard and the Ceded Lands Rangers." Georgia Pioneers 15 
(1978): 20-22. 
 
"Revolution--Index of Georgia Officers & Men of Continental Line." Georgia 
Genealogical Magazine no. 70 (1978): 283-87. 
 
"Georgia Officer Index to W.T.R. Saffell's Records of the Revolutionary War." 
Georgia Genealogical Magazine no. 73 (1979): 212. 
 
"Georgia County Records Files in the Telamon Cuyler Collection." Georgia 
Genealogical Magazine no. 73 (1979): 213-18. 
 
"Georgia Murderers, Murders, and Murder Victims." Georgia Genealogical 
Society Quarterly 15 (1979): 103-15. 
 
"Death Dates of Revolutionary War Pensioners in the South." Georgia 
Genealogical Society Quarterly 16 (1980): 239-44. 
 
"Lost Colonial Georgia Plats." Georgia Genealogical Magazine nos. 75-76 (1980): 
78-82. 
 
"The Original Settlers." Mountain Relic 1 (1980): 31-34. 
 
"1834 State Census of (Cass) Bartow County." Northwest Georgia Historical and 
Genealogical Society Quarterly 12 (4) (1980): 26-27. Also in Georgia 
Genealogical Magazine no. 90 (1983): 263-64. 
 
"1834 State Census Records, Cherokee County." Northwest Georgia Historical 
and Genealogical Society Quarterly 12 (4) (1980): 28-29. Also in Georgia 
Genealogical Magazine no. 84 (1982): 93-94. 
 
"1834 State Census of Cobb County." Northwest Georgia Historical and 
Genealogical Society Quarterly 12 (4) (1980): 30-31. Also in Georgia 
Genealogical Magazine no. 89 (1983): 171-72. 
 
"1834 State Census of Union County." Northwest Georgia Historical and 
Genealogical Society Quarterly 12 (2) (1980): 11-12. 
 
"1834 State Census of Forsyth County." Northwest Georgia Historical and 
Genealogical Society Quarterly 12 (4) (1980): 32-33. Also in Georgia 
Genealogical Magazine no. 86 (1982): 259-61. 
 
"1834 State Census of Murray County." Northwest Georgia Historical and 
Genealogical Society Quarterly 12 (4) (1980): 34-35. 
 
"1834 State Census of Gilmer County." Northwest Georgia Historical and 
Genealogical Society Quarterly 12 (4) (1980): 35. 
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"1838 Paulding County State Census." Northwest Georgia Historical and 
Genealogical Society Quarterly 12 (4) (1980): 36-37. Also in Georgia 
Genealogical Magazine no. 86 (1982): 281-82. 
 
"Revised Land Lottery Qualifications." Georgia Genealogical Magazine nos. 77-8 
(1980): 207-16. 
 
"White Men With Indian Families--Georgia's Cherokee Country." Georgia 
Genealogical Magazine nos. 77-8 (1980): 248-50. 
 
"Federal Pensioners in North Georgia, 1883." Northwest Georgia Historical and 
Genealogical Society Quarterly 12 (2) (1980): 39-45. 
 
"White Men with Families in Georgia's Cherokee Country, 1830." Northwest 
Georgia Historical and Genealogical Society Quarterly 13 (1) (1981): 49-51. 
 
"The 1834 State Census of Northwest Georgia." Northwest Georgia Historical 
and Genealogical Society Quarterly 13 (2) (1981): 28. 
 
"Lost Georgia Land Grants, 1775 and 1778." Georgia Genealogical Society 
Quarterly 17 (1981): 3-32. 
 
"A Medical Miracle Worker." Georgia Genealogical Society Quarterly 17 
(1981): 39-40. 
 
"The 1810 Federal Census of Putnam County." Georgia Genealogical Magazine 
no. 79 (1981): 32-39. 
 
"1840 Pension List For Georgia." Georgia Genealogical Magazine no. 80 (1981): 
129-39. 
 
"Georgia's Roster of the Revolution." Georgia Genealogical Magazine no. 82 
(1981): 281-84. 
 
"North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia Revolutionary War Soldiers Claims." 
Georgia Genealogical Magazine no. 82 (1981): 285-92, no. 81: 203-10. 
 
"Indigent Confederate Veterans in Georgia, 1894." Georgia Genealogical 
Society Quarterly 17 (1981): 41-59. 
 
"List of Loyalists from Georgia who Settled in Jamaica." Georgia Genealogical 
Society Quarterly 17 (1981): 119-20. 
 
"Records from the Peter Force Papers." Georgia Genealogical Society Quarterly 
17 (1981): 122-5. 
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"Applicants Before the Georgia Board of Physicians, 1826-1881." Georgia 
Genealogical Society Quarterly 17 (1981): 126-31. 
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Above: Robert Davis holding his book Ghosts and Shadows of Andersonville at the star 
fort near the site of Henry Wirz’s headquarters at Camp Sumter (Andersonville). 
Professor Davis’ ancestor Sam Tate Hammontree helped in capturing these guns at the 
battle of Ocean Pond, Florida, in 1864. Below: He is being interviewed for Brad 
Meltzer’s Decoded for a documentary on the History Channel on gold that traveled with 
Jefferson Davis in the last days of the Civil War. 
 

 


